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BAPTISM

Baptism is a great next step for anyone who has become a follower of Jesus. Jesus told His followers,

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit...”(Matthew 28:19-20) You're one of the new “disciples” that Jesus was speaking

about!

So what is baptism? Baptism is a symbolic act that tells the story of the moment God saved you. It

expresses an inward reality: you’re a new person because of the work of Jesus.

Your story of life-change is powerful and that’s why Jesus wants you to take the first step of sharing it
through baptism. Our church needs to hear it and be encouraged. People you love who are far from God

need to hear it so they can be invited to experience the same life-change you've received.

To get started on this next step, text “BAPTISM” to 330-264-9459. We're excited to celebrate this next

step with you!
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your life to change you. This happens when you apply what you learn.™

Just like getting healthy, you may know how to get in shape by eating right and going to the
gym. However, if you never take action, you'll never see a change. The same is true with the
Bible. If you only know what God says, but you don’t apply it to your life, you won't see the

results.

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise

man who built his house on the rock. - Matthew 7:24
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If you're looking for more ideas in addition to reading the Book of John, text "BIBLE" to 330-
264-9459. We'll connect you to devotions written by people at Grace that take you right to

God's Word.






GET CONNECTED

Doing life with others can be complicated - even frustrating! But in the end, life is better together. That's

because God intended life to work this way. He created you to be part of His family.

The Apostle John said, “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God!” [1 John 3:1]. Think of the implications of that verse. It means that we can relate to
other Christ-followers like fellow family members. Family members can drive you nuts, but at the end of

the day, they are the ones who defend you, support you and show up for you.

At Grace, there are so many groups where you can find your fit. They all look a little different and have
their own personality, but the essence and purpose of all of them is the same. They are the primary
place where rich, meaningful, and fulfilling relationships are developed. In a group of fellow believers,
you'll serve together and support one another, which ultimately will grow your relationship with Jesus.

Why not take your next step - and maybe for you, it’s a brave next step - and participate in a Grace

group? Text "GROUPS" to 330-264-9459 to get started and discover how life is better together.




PRAYER

Prayer is a conversation with God. Even in your toughest moments, He hears your prayers and
promises to answer them. So where do you begin? In Matthew 6:9-13, Jesus taught us how to

pray. Here are some observations from that prayer that are great takeaways for your prayer life.

1. SIMPLY TELL GOD HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HIM AND APPRECIATE HIM
This will reframe your thinking from being self-centered to being God-centered. That matters a
lot because God not only wants to hear what you have to say but He also has the power to

change your life when He's in control.

2. CONFESS YOUR SIN
Even with your sins forgiven by Jesus, you will still fail from time to time. Confession restores
your strained relationship with God by agreeing with God that you’ve sinned, embracing with

gratitude that Christ’s death paid for forgiveness, and returning to go God'’s way.

3. THANK GOD
In your prayers, remember to thank God for all that comes from His hand (Romans 11:36).
Thank God for your family, food, clothing; the little things and the big things that God provides

in your life and in the lives of those you love.

4. CALL ON GOD FOR HELP

Jesus specifically reminds us to ask God for help when we‘re tempted. You need His help to
make choices that honor Him. But you also need to be calling on God’s help in other ways. It
could be a need you have or a family member or friend going through a tough time. God wants

to hear about everything you care about because He cares for you.






WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO WORSHIP GOD?

Worshipping God is the intentional act of declaring your belief that God is Qroed, loyir{g, and

faithful, no matter your current circumstances. Worship doesn’t have to ﬂUfctUéte withyour |
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR GOD TO HAVE A
PURPOSE FOR MY LIFE?

God doesn’t just save you from eternal punishment; He calls you to live with an eternally

significant purpose. When you profess your

are promised both eternity in
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Romans 12:1-2 Paul challenges us to renew our minds and allow Jesus to change us.

1 Corinthians 15:10 Paul explains how God'’s grace defines who we are.
Philippians 2:12-16 Paul speaks of how God wants to develop us.

Philippians 3:12-14 Paul explains how life isn't about our past, but our future.



WHY SHOULD | MAKE THANKING GOD A PRIORITY?

The blessings of God aren’t always as obvious as you may prefer them to be. But in every
moment, whether good or bad, thanking God for who He is and how He loves you will reframe

your perspective and help you see His presence and power in your life.

Philippians 4:4-7 Paul challenges us to give thanks in every situation.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Paul tells us that gratitude is God'’s will for us.
Psalm 100 Gratitude is the key that unlocks God'’s presence in our lives.

Psalm 118:24 God’s redemptive work is cause for thanksgiving everyday!

HOW DOl HELP PEOPLE WHO ARE
CLOSE TO ME, BUT FAR FROM GOD?

One of the best ways to help people come to know Jesus is to _simply relate to them and love
them for who they are. You don’t have to carry the weight of s_é_\)ing people. That's God's job.
Love Jesus and:___l;o._'_'_\‘_/e people by sharing about the hope you hrave in Him. Be authentic without

any ulterior, m(_)""t_i':ves. God will u_ltifh"ately change their hearts™ .

' .1:_J:_c'>hn 3i16-18 JoHn explains how Jé\st sef'the st_é‘hdard for hoW_We should love others.

..1 Timothy 2:1-4 Paul instructs us to préﬂ} fof everyone,'without e_x;_:e’ption, to be saved by God.
Luke 12:13-12 JeSus assures ué thatthe Holy épir’it Will give'us the ri__ght words to say.

Mark 12:28-31 Jesus'says that loving God.énd__lovin;c'j"c;)thers arethe fnost important priorities.

Romans,10:13-15 Paul urges uste.extend an invitatior:to others abgutthe love of Jesus.
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| WANT TO TRUST GOD. WHY CAN’T
| STOP WORRYING ABOUT THINGS?

While God never changes, your feelings can fluctuate with your circumstances. Whenever
your present realities contradict the eternal promises of God, you may grow weary or
burdened. In those moments, remember that Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and burdened, and | will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28)

Philippians 4:4-7 Paul tells Christ-followers how to experience God’s peace.
Matthew 6:25-34 Jesus teaches that God will always provide for us.
Isaiah 43:1-4 God’s care for the Israelites shows how great His love is for all of His followers.

Proverbs 3:5-6 Solomon instructs us to trust God instead of worrying.

WHAT EXACTLY IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

It's not what; it's who. The Holy Spirit is God and one of the three persons of God’s Triune
nature. Confused yet? What matters is that the Bible says He is God and He relates to us in love
Py being our Comforter and Counselor. He fills us with His power to obey and overcome sin.

Anyone who professes their faith in Jesus also gains access to the presence of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:7-15 Jesus introduces the disciples to the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 3:14-19 Paul tells Christ-followers where we get our strength.
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Paul says the Spirit transforms us to be more like Jesus as we obey.

Revelation 22:17 The final book of the Bible shows that the Holy Spirit will always be with us.



HOW DO | KNOW WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS IS TRUE?

Sometimes we may wrestle with doubt about scripture, but the good news is the Bible is one
of the most credible documents ever to have existed. It has held up to scrutiny for centuries
and Jesus spoke of its truthfulness, reliability and authority. We're invited to not only trust the

words of scripture, but ultimately, its Author. We can be confident that the Bible tells the truth.
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Mathew 18:21-35 Jesus tells Peter to always Uéé y to forgive.

Luke 6:36-38 Jesus explains how forgiveness precedes blessings.

Mathew 6:12 Jesus challenges us to forgive as we hav forgiven.
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WHY DOES GOD ALLOW SUFFERING?
WHY DOESN'T HE JUST TAKE IT AWAY?

You may never understand why some things happen. God might not give you all of the
answers either. But you can be confident of God'’s love and His ability to work in and through
the pain to achieve a greater purpose. Jesus promises to comfort, heal, and restore those

whose hope clings to Him.

Romans 8:28 God works in everything to bring about His purpose.

Matthew 5:4 Our suffering is an opportunity to be blessed with God/s comfort.
John 11:33-44 Jesus,sees our pain, mourns with us, and is able to heal us.
Philippians 4:10-13 Our joy isn't determined by circumstances,

but by what Jesus is doing in us and through us.

WHAT IS BAPTISM? SHOULD | GET BAPTIZED?

Baptism is an outward expressionof an inward decision to follow Jesus. Getting baptized
doesn’t save you from your sins. You're saved when you place.your faith in Jesus’ death and
resurrection. When you do that, you receive forgivenessifer your sin and a brand new life in

Him begins. Baptism is a symbol and'tells the story of when that event happened to you.

Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus describes baptism as identifying with the Triune God.
Mark 1:10 Jesus’ baptism models how baptism immerses a person fully under water.
Acts 8:36-38 Baptism is a public act of obedience.

Acts 10:47-48 Peter says that baptism is for anyone who believes in Jesus.
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DAY ONE:

SECURITY (1 John 5:13)

How do | know for sure? As a pastor, if I've heard that question once, I've heard it a
hundred times. It's paralyzing. Not being confident in your relationship with Jesus and,
ultimately, in your eternal destiny can be unsettling. And it hinders progress in your faith
journey. The good news is that Jesus wants you to be confident and to know for sure
where you stand. The Apostle John, one of Jesus’ closest companions, said this,

“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know
that you have eternal life." - 1 John 5:13

For the record, that word know means know for sure!

With that in mind, let’'s make a couple observations from what John is saying so you can
know for sure that your relationship with Jesus is secure.

1. Your security depends on Jesus and what He’'s done, not on you and what you do.
Jesus has secured your forgiveness. You haven’t. There’s nothing you can do to earn or
merit your forgiveness and salvation. It's simply by the grace of God.

John said so when he said, “you who believe in the name of the Son of God...”

To believe means to put your trust in. “To believe in the name of the Son of God" is a
reference to placing your trust in who Jesus is and what He has done - that He is God and
that His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead are fully sufficient for the
forgiveness of your sins and to secure your eternal life. The Apostle Paul said the same
thing, just in a different way:

"For itis by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is

the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast." - Ephesians 2:8-9



SECURITY (continued)

Your salvation is by grace. It's a gift. It's not by anything you can do. And God gets all the
credit. So, your security doesn’t depend on what you’ve done, it depends on Jesus and
what He's done. Need more? OK. Even Jesus said it, "My sheep listen to my voice; | know
them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will
snatch them out of my hand." - John 10:27-28 Period. End of story. Drop the microphone.
2.  Your security depends on what’s true, not on how you feel.

Feelings are fickle... and are subject to change. Truth isn’t. Feelings come and go. Truth
remains steady. Assurance is based on feelings. Security is based on truth. If you are
trusting the death and resurrection of Jesus alone for the forgiveness of sins and your
eternallife,.then it doesn’t matter how you feel. It's true, regardless. You can wake up on
that wrong side of the bed, and your salvation will still be secure. Good thing, because
you'll need it! You'can'say.or do the wrong thing, feel bad about it, but still be secure.
Sure, you need forgiveness, but you‘re still secure. Just because there might be times
when you don't feel saved (assurance) you still are saved (security). It's true, even when
you're feeling blue. Why? Because your security doesn’t depend on you. It depends on
Jesus. It's not dependent on your feelings, but facts and truth.

But one more thing - one more important thing. Being forgiven doesn’t mean you’ll be
perfect, but it does mean you’ll make progress. The Apostle Peter said it this way,

"He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness "- 1 Peter 2:24. Forgiveness gives us freedom - freedom to pursue the full
life God has for us. Not to make us secure, but because we are secure. Jesus says you can

know that, and that you can know it for certain.



DAY TWO:

WORSHIP (John 4:23-24)

Worship motivates your Christian life. In fact, we were designed to worship. Everyone
worships someone or something. We worship whatever captures our attention and
affection. It could be a relationship. It could be money. It could be a job... a hobby...
recreation. It could be anything or anyone that captures our attention and affection. Allow
me to make this personal. My mom was a worshiper of God. And now, being in heaven, she
is still worshiping. What people loved about my mom was because she was a worshiper.
Her devotion to God affected every part of her life. Her thoughts... her actions... her
relationships. Everyone who knew my mom benefited because she was a worshiper of
God. Her worship of God caused her life to reflect the love of God.

The Apostle John recorded a story of Jesus talking to a woman from a:place in the Middle
East called Samaria. They talked about the best time... the best place... and the best way to
worship God. Ultimately, Jesus said that worship is an inside job. He said...

""Yet atime is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father
inthe Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Fathers seeks. God is spirit,
and his worshipers must worshipin the Spirit and in truth.” - John 4:23-24

Quite simply, worship is the expression of our love for God. So when you come tochurch
for one of our worship services, that's what you are doing. You are expressing your love for
God with others, AND you're learning how you can become'more fully devoted to God.
And, during the week, when'you go towork or to school or whenyou interact with your
neighbors and family, your worship of God will be reflected in how you live.

My mom was a nhormal girl.born to a normal family in the VERY normal, small, crossroads
town of Cook Station, MO. But she was a worshiper. She worshiped Jesus. And her impact
on people was far-reaching. My mom is evidence that worship is the fuel of your spiritual
life.

I'll see you Sunday... and we’ll worship together.



DAY THREE:

BIBLE (2 Timothy 3:16)

Spiritual growth requires spiritual food.

The Bible is your spiritual food. Knowing the truth God has revealed to us in the Bible is
indispensable for your faith journey. One of the reasons many Christians don’t make
progress in their faith is because they don’t know and apply God’s truth to their lives.

You'll be amazed at how much progress you will make in your faith if you do just two things:
First, Read It.

Actually spend time reading the Bible. | know it sounds funny, but the sad fact is that many
Christians spend more time on social media than reading their Bibles. The Apostle Paul
talked about four important benefits of reading the Bible when he said this...

"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

- 2 Timothy 3:16-17

In other words, when we read the Bible, we learn

1. What's right. What the right path is for our lives.

2. What's wrong. Where we've gotten of the path.

3. How to get right. How to get back on the right path.
4. How to stay right. How to stay on the right path.

But we not only need to read it, we also have to apply it.

If | only read about the exercises | should do in the gym... but then | never went to the gym, |
wouldn't benefit from what | know. | wouldn’t get into shape and | wouldn’t get healthier.
The same is true with your spiritual fitness. If you only know what God says, but you don‘t
apply it to your life, you won’t become spiritually fit. Jesus’ half-brother James said we‘re
fooling ourselves if we think we can grow if we don’t put into practice what we learn from
God’s Word. He said,

"Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says." - James 1:22.



BIBLE (continued)

And Jesus said we are living wisely if we apply truth to our lives. He said,

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.” - Matthew 7:24.

So, if we want to become spiritually fit, we need to read God’s Word and apply it... we need
to do what it says. Here are some suggestions to help you get started on your spiritual
growth journey.

1. Use a translation that's easy to understand.

Some English translations, though accurate, can be more difficult to read than others. One
we've found helpful here at Grace is the New International version. And you don’t have
one, you don’t necessarily have to run out and buy a new Bible. You can start by simply
downloading a Bible App, like YouVersion. YouVersion has many different translations
available onit, including the New International Version, which is one of the most widely
used of English speakers today. So, choose a good translation that’s easy to read.

2. Secondly, resist the temptation to start at the beginning.

Ok, that may sound counterintuitive that’'s what we do when we read a book, right? But you
just entered into a relationship with Jesus, so | suggest that you start reading about Jesus
himself and about his life. The New Testament Book of John is a great place to start. John
was one of Christ’s followers and he wrote from his own experience. He wrote about Jesus’
miracles. He wrote about Jesus’ teachings and conversations. It's a great place to start to
grow in your understanding of Jesus. Let me recommend reading one chapter a day.
That's about 15 minutes a day. And remember, don't just read it to finish it. The wise
person both knows what God says and does what God says.

One chapter a day... 15 minutes a day... will transform your life.



DAY FOUR:

PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

Prayer can be intimidating. Chances are, before choosing to follow Jesus, you probably didn’t
pray much. And now, even after becoming a follower of Jesus, you still might feel unsure.

You may have heard a pastor pray one time and thought, well, if that’'s what prayer is, | can’t do
THAT! And so you might think that prayer requires you to talk to God differently than you'd talk to
anyone else, using words you wouldn’t normally use. Well, let me put your mind at ease. That's not
what prayer is.

Itreally is as simple as talking to God... just like you would anyone else. Of course, people have
been trying to “get prayer right” for a millennia. Jesus’ own disciples even asked Him to teach
them how to pray. They wanted to get it right, too. So, Jesus gave his disciples a guideline about
how to pray. You've probably heard it before. It's called the Lord’s Prayer. And it's found in
Matthew chapter 6, verses 9-13. This is what Jesus said.

“*Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
itisin heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”

Now, using Jesus'’s model for prayer, we're going to build out the acrostic “ACTS"” to help us
remember how to pray.

The “A” in ACTS stands for ADORATION

Simply tell God how much you love Him and appreciate Him. Recognize Him as the Creator of the
universe... as the great and Almighty, all powerful, all knowing God.
Adoration reminds us that we are praying to a God who not only hears what we have to say, but is

interested in us and has the power to accomplish His will in our lives and through our lives.



PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

The “C" stands for CONFESSION.

Yes, Jesus has forgiven us of our sin, but we still will fail. We'll do or say or think something
we shouldn’t. We'll fail to do something we should.

Yes, when we are following God’s leadership, we will sin less often, but we will never
become sinless. That’'s where confession comes in. Confession is simply agreeing with God
that we've sinned, that we need His forgiveness and that we are recommitting to living God’s
way.

The “T" stands for THANKSGIVING

Author John Maxwell Maxwell said, “Gratitude comes from how we choose to see God.” | like
that. It reminds me to thank God for my life... my family... food... clothing... the little things and
the big things that God provides in my life and in the lives of those | love.

The Bible tells us that “... everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended
for his glory.” - Romans 11:36, NLT

So, in your prayer, remember to thank God for all that comes from his hand.

The “S"” stands for SUPPLICATION

Now, talk about words that we don’t use much. Of course, you probably won’t use this
word... just what it stands for. Supplication simply means to call on God for help.

One of the ways Jesus specifically reminds us to ask God for help is when we’re tempted. We
need to call on God to make choices that honor him.

But we also need to be calling on God’s help in other ways. It could be for yourself, a family
member, a friend. It's simply asking God for his help with something or for someone.

Why not try praying right now using the ACTS model: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving,

and Supplication.



DAY FIVE:

FELLOWSHIP (1 John 3:1)

Life is better together.

There might be times when you doubt this when it comes to your own flesh-and-blood
family, but when push comes to shove, life is better together.

And the reason is because that’'s how God made you. God create you to be part of His family.
The Apostle John said,

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!”
-1 John 3:1

Pastor Rick Warren famously said, “You were formed for God's family.” | remember sitting in
a local restaurant across the table from a friend of mine. During our conversation, he was
talking about the hardship he grew up under. After a minute, he put down his fork, leaned
over the table a bit, looked into my eyes and said, “Dave, this church is the only family I've
got.” And he didn’t say that because he had no surviving family. He did. He said that because
the relationships in his faith family were rich and meaningful and fulfilling. I've heard it said
that all of us have at least three longings:

To love and be loved... to know and be known... and to celebrate and be celebrated.

That’s community. To be loved, known and celebrated... and then to love, know and
celebrate others is what Christian community is about.

That’'s why Grace Groups are so important. Grace Groups are a place to develop rich,
meaningful, and fulfilling relationships.

In a group, you will grow in your relationship with Jesus... and you will get the opportunity to
serve others and our community... together.

Why not take your next step in your spiritual journey and participate in a Grace Group? You
can use the link in the description below or you can simply text “GROUP” to our church
number.

Life is better together, because you were formed for God's family.



DAY SIX:

WITNESS (John 1)

Life change is an invitation away.

There's power in an invitation. We think nothing about inviting someone to a movie, a dinner,
coffee... any number of things that we think they will enjoy and that we think they’ll enjoy with us.
That's why Jesus invites us to a full and abundant life (John 10:10). He wants us to experience life
as He intended it. Once we’ve accepted Jesus’ invitation to be forgiven and follow His leadership,
it's natural for us to do the same... which puts us in a long line of honorable “inviters.” Jesus, of
course, invited. Thirteen times he's recorded as inviting people to follow Him (see John 1:43 as an
example). And then there’s Andrew. After being convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, the first
thing he did was hunt down his brother Peter and invited him (John 1:40-42). Of course, we can't
overlook Philip. After accepting Jesus’ invitation to follow Him, Philip invited Nathaniel.

If you were to continue reading in John, you’'d come to one of the most famous stories in all the
Bible. We affectionately call it the story of the woman at the well. You can read about her story in
John 4:1-42. Her life was marked with discontentment... and she tried to satisfy it by looking for
love in all the wrong places. She was desperately trying to fill the void in her life with human love,
but it could only be filled with divine love. One day when she went to fill her jars with water at a well
outside her city, Jesus encountered her, spoke to her, and then He extended to her an invitation.
An invitation to accept “living water” that would satisfy the thirst of her soul and that could only be
found in Him. She accepted His invitation. And then she ran into town and told everyone about her
experience, inviting them to the full life she had received. Life change is an invitation away. So
simple, yet so powerful.

You, too, can join this long list of inviters. Invite someone to coffee and simply share with them your
faith journey. Tell them how you discovered the full life God has for you through the forgiveness
Jesus offers. Invite someone to church. You may not know this, but 70-80% of people will accept an
invitation to church. You know this because you’ve experienced it for yourself. When they come,
they’ll experience a friendly environment, a great worship service, and practical teaching of God's
truth that will transform their lives.

So, invite! There’s nothing to lose, but everything for your friend or family member to gain - full life!

To learn more about how to @;kh
communicate the forgiveness and E' vLM; E: Py
hope Jesus offers, scan our QR code. @t
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